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2022 

 

During the last year, from September 2021 to September 2022, the Advocacy Committee undertook the 
following initiatives and activities: 

• We collaborated with the B.C. Health Coalition and other BCHC member organizations in the 
planning of the Better Care for Seniors Accountability Assembly with Health Minister Adrian Dix. 
This Assembly, seeking accountability for commitments made by the government's politicians to 
improve long term residential care and home care, was held virtually on October 11, 2022, and 
was attended by close to 400 people. The event was moderated by our committee's co-
ordinator, Margot Beauchamp. 

• Initiated by Margot's research and writing, the committee has prepared an initial draft of a 
Guide to Unmet Health Needs for Seniors to direct seniors to health services available in BC but 
not covered under the BC Health System. These include access to: vision care, hearing care, 
dental care, foot care and other unmet health needs, especially for low income seniors. 

• We conducted research, not yet completed, on what Home Care/Support Services are covered, 
or subsidized, by other provinces, as compared to B.C.  Isobel Mackenzie's report covers 
a broader based provincial comparison  

• The committee urged the B.C. Minister of Health to provide seniors with the recommended high 
dose Fluzone flu shot without charge. (The government is providing a high dose trivalent flu shot 
to seniors over 65 for free this year, but not the not the quadravalent Fluzone) Why not the best 
for our seniors! 

• We lobbied the federal government to support the adoption by the U.N. of a Convention on the 
Rights of Older Persons. 

• We began a series of articles on Advocacy in JSA's Senior Line magazine, featuring the activist 
"Doris". 

 

Advocacy efforts planned for this year include: 

• After further research, complete the Seniors Health Services Resource Guide mentioned above, 
and distribute it widely. 

• Lobby the provincial government for policy changes to improve the affordability of such 
services, as well as prescription medications, lifeline safety devices and other essential health 
care services currently unaffordable for low-income seniors. 

• Continue research to identify and shed light on the inequities between provinces in the 
provision of affordable home care and home support and lobby the province for increased 
affordability. 



• Collaborate with partner organizations in continued advocacy for reforms in long term 
residential care. 

 

Respectfully submitted 
Tony DuMoulin 
Chair, Advocacy Committee 

 


